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Twentieth Annual 

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

April 12, 2024 
CORPORATE,  LABOR, ENVIRONMENTALISTS & GOVERNMENT 

WORKING TOGETHER  TOWARD A RENEWABLE ENERGY FUTURE   

7:10am-7:55am 
BREAKFAST – NETWORKING 

Sponsored by RAV properties 

8:00am-10:15am 

RHEA JEZER, Ph.D,    OPENING REMARKS; BRINGING US TOGETHER 

President, Energy21, Symposium Director 

EDUCATING FOR THE FUTURE 

JOANIE MAHONEY 
President, SUNY ESF 

ARE WE LOOKING AT “GREEN HYDROGEN” 

MARK RUTH  
Lab Program Manager, Policy Analysis, NREL 

THERMAL ENERGY ON LARGE SCALE  

JAY EGG 

Author and Consultant, Egg Geothermal  

THE “IRA” INFLATION REDUCTION ACT 

INCENTIVES FOR MANUFACTURING, NON-PROFITS, MUNICIPALITIES & INDIVIDUALS 

DAVID FELDMAN                                                                                                                                                                       
Senior Financial Analyst, National Renewable Energy Laboratory NREL 

NYS INVESTMENT IN RENEWABLE ENERGY 

TOM DINAPOLI 
NYS Comptroller 

LABOR AND THE CLIMATE FUTURE  
GREGORY LANCETTE  
President, Building Trades of CNY 

ELECTRIFICATION OF TRANSPORT & DECARBONIZATION OF THE GRID 

BART FRANEY  
Vice President, Clean Energy Development, National Grid  

NYS CAP & INVEST PROGRAM CONTRIBUTING TO OUR ENERGY FUTURE 

JONATHAN BINDER 
Deputy Commissioner, DEC 

10:30am-11:45am 
MODERATED PANEL DISCUSSION 

With morning speakers 

KIT KENNEDY Moderator  
Senior Director, Climate & Clean Energy Program  NRDC 

11:45-12:00pm 
2024 SYMPOSIUM ON ENERGY AWARD 

Tom DiNapoli 

12:00pm– 12:45pm 
BUFFET LUNCH/ Networking and slides 

Sponsored by National Grid 
12:45pm – 2:00pm       

SCIENCE FAIR STUDENT AWARDS 

2024 SYMPOSIUM ON ENERGY AWARD 

SEAN FINNERTY, NY Bus Sales 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION  
LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD - 20 YEARS OF PROGRESS 

CORPORATE, LABOR, ENVIRONMENTALISTS, GOVERNMENT WORKING TOGETHER 

     

RANDY WOLKEN                   JONATHAN BINDER           DAVE WASIURA            JULIE TIGHE 

President, CEO, MACNY          Deputy Commissioner, DEC     Director, Region 4 USW     President, NYLCV          

      DAVID FELDMAN              KIT KENNEDY, Moderator 

Senior Financial Analyst NREL           Managing Director, Power Division, Climate & Energy, NRDC  
 

OPTIONAL TOURS TO WIND FARM OR SOLAR FARM OR GATEWAY BUILDING TO FOLLOW 



 
Nineteenth Annual 

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

April 21, 2023 

RESILIENCE AND MITIGATION 

PREPARING FOR CLIMATE CHANGE WITH RENEWABLE ENERGY 

                7:15am-8:00am 
BREAKFAST – NETWORKING 

Sponsored by RAV Properties 

Pre-Symposium Videos 

                                                        8:00am-10:15am 
OPENING REMARKS 

RHEA JEZER, Ph.D,  President, Energy21 

Symposium Director 
GREETINGS & UPDATES 

TOM DINAPOLI, Comptroller (video) 

MATT MILLEA,   Executive Director Strategic Initiatives, SUNY ESF   
 

                   BRIDGING CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE AND MITIGATION    

ELIZA HOTCHKISS                                                                                                                                                                                                

Senior Resilience Analyst & Group Manager                                                                                                                                                                

Energy Security and Resilience Center. NREL 

                                JOBS FOR THE NEW MARKET IN RESILIENCY 
DAVE WASIURA                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Assistant to Region 4 Director USW 

 

ENERGY JUSTICE & IMPACT ON MINORITY COMMUNITIES IN RESILIENCY & JOBS 

LISA GARCIA                                                                                                                                                                                      x                                                           

Regional Administrator District 2 EPA                                                                                                                                                                               

GRID PREPARATION FOR VULNERABILITY, RESILIENCY, AND MITIGATION 

NATASHA DESCHENE                                                                                                                                                                                             

Vice President National Grid 

 

THE IMPORTANCE AND FUTURE OF ENERGY STORAGE 

DAVID SANDBANK                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Vice President Distributed Energy &Clean Transportation  NYSERDA 

 

ACCESSING FUNDING CLCPA & IRA (Inflation Reduction Act)  

BASIL SEGGOS  

Commissioner  

DEC             10:30am – 12:00pm 
MODERATED PANEL DISCUSSION 

with all speakers 
KIT KENNEDY Moderator     

Senior Director, Climate &  

Clean Energy Program  NRDC            12:00pm– 12:45pm 

LUNCH  

12:45pm – 2:00pm 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS     

RHEA JEZER , Director   

Melanie Littlejohn & Alberto Bianchetti 

NATIONAL GRID 

 

THE FUTURE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY IN THE U.S.  

LISA GARCIA                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Regional Administrator District 2   EPA 

2:00pm 

TOUR OF (Choice) GATEWAY BUILDING or SOLAR FARM or WIND FARM 



 
Eighteenth Annual 

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 
April 8, 2022 

What will renewable energy look like in 2032 
 7:30am-8:00am 
                                  BREAKFAST  SPONSORED BY RAV PROPERTIES 

NETWORKING 

Pre-Symposium Videos 

               8:00am-10:15am 

RHEA JEZER, Ph.D ,               OPENING REMARKS    
President, Energy21, Symposium Director 

                    GREETINGS & UPDATES 

JOANIE MAHONEY, President, SUNY ESF  

TOM DINAPOLI , NYS Comptroller (video) 

DOREEN HARRIS, President/CEO (video) 

 
                   TRANSPORTATION FOR THE FUTURE      
BARRY CARR Director,  eMobility and Electrical Infrastructure ABM   

                                                         OFFSHORE WIND FOR THE FUTURE   

WALT MUSIAL, Prncipal Engineer Off shore Wind NREL 

                    JOB MARKET IN CLEAN ENERGY 2032 

DEL VITALE, Director District 4 USW 

                    RENEWABLE ENERGY IN THE GRID 2032 

DAVID LOVELADY, Director of Distributed Operations  National Grid  

                   ROLE OF PUBLIC UTILITIES  

RORY CHRISTIAN , Chair/CEO  NY Public Service Commission    

 10:30am – 12:00pm               MODERATED PANEL DISCUSSION 

                                                                        with all morning speakers 
KIT KENNEDY Moderator     

Senior Director, Climate & Clean Energy Program  NRDC                                                                 

12:00pm– 12:45pm              LUNCH, SPONSORED BY NATIONAL GRID                                         
12:45pm – 2:00pm                   GREETINGS  

BEN WALSH, Mayor, City of Syracuse   

SENATOR CHARLES SCHUMER (video)  

Rhea Jezer, Symposium Director          PRESENTATION OF AWARD to NREL  

DAVID MOONEY, Ph.D , Executive Director, Institutional Planning, Integration and Development  ACCEPTANCE OF AWARD 

       NREL TEN YEAR STRATEGY AND VISION 

DAN REICHER, Ph.D , Senior Research Scholar, Stanford Woods Institute for Environment, Distinguished Associate at Energy Futures 

Initiative                                                          KEYNOTE        TECHNOLOGY, POLICY AND FINANCE 

                                    2:00pm         TOUR OF GATEWAY BUILDING 



    
17th Annual  

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

April 16, 2021 

Zero Emission Transportation 
State, National & Global Initiatives 

7:30am-8:00am 

Pre-Symposium Presentation  
8:00am – 10:30am 

RHEA JEZER, Ph.D    Introductions  

President, Energy21, Symposium Director 
  

BASIL SEGGOS     Opening Remarks 

Commissioner, DEC 
 
WILLIAM MAGNARELLI                   Greetings                            
Chair, Assembly Transportation Committee 

 

DANIEL SPERLING, Ph.D.    California initiatives as a model; ZEV mandate 
Professor, University of California (Davis) 
Director, National Center for Sustainable  

Transportation  
                     
MATTEO MURATORI, Ph.D     The present and future role of Electric Vehicles in the U.S. and  

Lead Alternative fuel vehicles and related   Global Power Sector 
infrastructure. NREL 
Strategic advisor, USDOE    

 
JOSHUA SPERLING, Ph.D   Sustainable Urban Living with Clean Transportation 
Urban Energy-X Nexus     

NREL 
 
JAKE NAVARRO    The Grid’s role in EV’s and Electric Transportation   

Director of Clean Transportation 
National Grid 
               

ADAM RUDER     New York State Opportunities for Collaboration Public/Private  
Assistant Director, Clean Transportation  Sector including School Buses     

NYSERDA 
 
JARED SNYDER           CLCPA & other Clean Transportation Policy Initiatives 

Deputy Commissioner, Air Resources, Climate 
Change and Energy DEC 
 

JULIE TIGHE                        Clean Fuels of NY Coalition; Low Carbon Fuel Standard 

President, New York League of Conservation Voters       

10:30am – 12:00pm 
KIT KENNEDY, Moderator    Moderated Panel Discussion 
Senior Director, Climate &  

Clean Energy Program  NRDC 

12:00pm  
PAUL TONKO       Federal Initiatives Update 
Congressman, 20th Congressional District                               
Chair, Energy and Commerce Subcommittee  

on Environment and Climate Change     
 



 

     
 

Sixteenth Annual 

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

PRESENTED VIRTUALLY 

October 26, 2020 
 

Creating a Net Zero Carbon Economy 
8:00am – 8:30am 

 

Pre-Symposium Program 
 

8:30am – 10:30am 

Presentations by Speakers 
 

RHEA JEZER, Ph.D  Symposium Director     Introduction: a Global Warming Perspective  

President, Energy21 LTD   
 

DOREEN HARRIS, Acting President/CEO    New York’s Nation-Leading Climate Leadership & 

NYSERDA         Community Protection Act (CLCPA)        

KELLY SPEAKES-BACKMAN, CEO     Energy Storage: Enabling a Clean Energy Future                    

GIL QUINIONES, President/CEO                 Grid Modernization to Increase Flexibility                        

New York Power Authority                                                                

CHRIS KELLEY, COO      Integration of Renewable into the NY Grids             

National Grid 

JORDAN MACKNICK, Leader        Co-Location of Agriculture & Solar; Solar on water   

Energy-Water-Land Analyst                                                                                                                                

National Renewable Energy Laboratory   

Special Guest 

SENATOR CHARLES SCHUMER  Federal plans to support renewable energy initiatives  

                   and job creation. 

        10:30 - 12:00pm                    

Panel discussion with speakers 

KIT KENNEDY, Moderator                                                                                                                                     

Senior Director, Climate and                                                                                                                                          

Clean Energy Program  NRDC 

12:00pm – Wrap up 



                 Fifteenth Annual  
           Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 
                  April 12, 2019 
             The Links East Syracuse, New York 

         ELECTRIFICATION and CLIMATE CHANGE                     
7:15am - 7:50am 

Breakfast and Networking 

8:00am - 10:15am 

Presentations by Speakers 
RHEA JEZER, Ph.D  Symposium Director     Introductions: Now is the time and WE are the energy  

President,  Energy21         

 
JEFF LOGAN, Chief Analyst           Framework for electrification  
Strategic Energy Analysis Center    
National Renewable Energy Laboratory   
 

PAMELA MACDOUGALL, Ph.D         Plug in vehicles for the greener grid; grid integration  
Science Center Fellow, Grid Integration  
Climate & Clean Energy Program, NRDC  
 
JOHN RHODES, Chair          Plans by PSC to meet Green New Deal goals.  
Public Service Commission and  
CEO Department of Public Service  
 
JOHN BRUCKNER, President      Our grid will be prepared to integrate renewable energy 
NYS National Grid         
 
JULIE TIGHE, President/CEO        Legislation that is needed to attain the goal. 
NYLCV         What can we do to push the envelope. 
    . 
NATE BLAIR, Group Manager      Energy storage: Potential impacts on grid flexibility 
Distributed Systems & Storage Analysis      and electrification         
National Renewable Energy Laboratory         

        10:30am - 12:00pm                    

  Panel discussion with speakers   
KIT KENNEDY, Moderator  
Senior Director, Climate & Clean  
Energy Program  NRDC 

12:00pm - 12:45pm  

Buffet Lunch and Networking 
 

12:45 – 2:00pm 

Luncheon Speakers 
 

ANTHONY BRINDISI, Congressman 

 What "Energy" to expect from DC in the next year  
 

JEFF LOGAN 

Around the World in 20 minutes: 
Snapshots of Energy Innovation from Other Countries 

2:00pm   Board buses for optional tours       Check out electric cars and buses in parking lot 



                         

            Fourteenth Annual  

   Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 
               April 20, 2018 
             The Links East Syracuse, New York 

 

Resiliency with Cleaner, More Affordable Renewable Energy 

 

8:00am - 10:15pm 
RHEA JEZER, President & Director          Introductions: The Future Starts Today  

Energy 21, Symposium          
  
JOE MARTENS, Director           Offshore Wind  in New York State - Progress/Potential 
New York Offshore Wind Alliance 
ACE NY      
   
ALICIA BARTON, President/CEO           Accelerating New York's transition to a cleaner, more 
NYSERDA             resilient energy     
 
ROSS GOULD, Energy Sector Manager                      Electrification of the Energy Sector: Are the jobs 
Workforce Development Institute         Resilient as Well  
    
JOSE ZAYAS, Vice President          Hydropower's Potential in the 21st Century 

Strategic Partnerships & Initiatives  
Cube Hydro Partners 
 

ARUN VEDHATHIRI, Director          Safety and reliability of the Grid with integration 
New Energy Solutions                                                  of Renewable Energy Sources 
National Grid 
 

DAVID FELDMAN, Senior Financial Analyst       Financial, policy and market developments in the solar 

NREL             industry 
10:15am - 10:30pm   Short Break 

10:30am - 12:00pm 

 

                   Panel discussion with speakers   

 
KIT KENNEDY, NRDC     Moderator, Panel Discussion  
Director Energy & Transportation Program 
 

12:00pm - 12:50pm 
 

Keynote  
ALICIA BARTON 

President/CEO   NYSERDA 
Expectations and hopes for the future in New York State 

2:00pm 

Board buses for optional tours 
 
Onondaga Lake Cleanup & Wetland Restoration; Fenner Wind Farm & Education Center; Budweiser Plant Sustainability; S.U. School of Engineering Grid Workshop; NEW 
Tour of Onondaga County Resource Recovery Facility; NEW Museum of Science Renewable Energy Exhibit   
 

 



 
Thirteenth Annual  

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

HOW CAN WE REACH OUR ENERGY GOALS? 

New York State   50% by 2030            United States  30% by 2025          

April 21, 2017 
“The Links” E. Syracuse, New York 

 

7:15am – 7:50am 
Registration, Networking & Continental Breakfast 

 

8:00am – 10:15am 
RHEA JEZER, Symposium Director          Opening Remarks; Greetings and  updates 

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century         

 

JANET JOSEPH, Vice President                How will New York State reach the goal of 50/30?  
Technology & Strategic Planning  

NYSERDA 

 

ALFRED GRIFFIN, President                                 What criteria is used to choose energy projects to support  
NY Green Bank              and finance? What is the Green Bank and what is its role? 
 

ANNE REYNOLDS, Executive Director               50% and Beyond: What will it take New York to get there? 

 ACE New York               How will offshore wind fit in?  

 

JOHN SHINN, Director District 4            The importance and plans for of a well trained, well paid labor force  

United Steel Workers               to achieve our goals.  

 

THOMAS DINAPOLI, Comptroller            How the office of the Comptroller can initiate energy efficiency  

New York State              while saving tax payers dollars.  

      

DAVID MOONEY, NREL Center Director             Renewable energy market trends and Impacts on Jobs  

Strategic Energy Analysis Center               and the economy 

National Renewable Energy Laboratory              

Golden, Colorado. US Department of Energy 

 

10:30am - 12:00pm  Panel Discussion with Morning Speakers Moderated by: 

KIT KENNEDY, NRDC 
Director Energy & Transportation Program 

12:00pm - 12:45pm Hot Buffet Lunch and Networking 

12:45pm - 1:00pm     Cybersecurity Briefing:  

Dr. ERFAN IBRAHIM, NREL 
Director Cyber Physical Systems Security and Resilience  

1:00pm-1:50  KEYNOTE 

 Dr. DAVID MOONEY 

Planning for the Future: High Wind and Solar Penetrations in the Electricity Grid 
 

2:00pm Board Buses for Optional Tours:   

        Fenner Wind Farm & Educational Center      Onondaga Lake Cleanup & Wetland Restoration; 

        ESF Woodchips to Ethanol Process;              Budweiser Plant Sustainability 

        Onondaga County Composting Facility          S.U. School of Engineering Grid Workshop 



 
Twelfth Annual  

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

THE ELECTRIC GRID 
*CYBERSECURITY *INTEGRATION OF RENEWABLE ENERGY 

*MICRO GRIDS *WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

April 8, 2016 

“The Links” E. Syracuse, New York 

7:15am – 7:50am 

Registration, Networking & Continental Breakfast 

8:00am – 10:15am 
RHEA JEZER, Symposium Director Opening Remarks 

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

 

RICHARD KAUFFMAN  Renewable Energy in New York State: Overview 
Chairman of Energy & Finance   

 for NYS Office of Governor Cuomo 

 

MATT DRISCOLL, Commissioner   Fitting Transportation into the Mix 
NYS Department of Transportation  

  

DENNIS ELSENBECK    Integrated Resource Planning with Market Engagement 

Western Regional Director Energy 

National Grid Western Division 
 

ERFAN IBRAHIM, NREL                               Cybersecurity, Reliability, & Resilience in Integration of  

Center Director, Cyber-Physical Renewable Energy Resources (DER) to the Grid    

Systems Security    

 

HERMAN WIEGMAN    Viability and Value of Micro Grids; Gaps in Technology, 

Principal Engineer              Policy and Standards to Support Micro Grid Functions 

General Electric Global Research Center                 

          

MIKE LANGFORD                                          New Jobs Created by Renewable Energy Grid Integration  

President, Utilities Workers of America 

AARON MAIR, Sierra Club                              Environmental Prospective on the Paris COP 21 and a Just Transition          

National President  

10:30am - 12:00pm 

KIT KENNEDY, NRDC    Moderator, Panel Discussion  

Director Energy & Transportation Program 

12:00pm - 12:45pm 

Hot Buffet Lunch and Networking 

12:45 - 1:00 

Symposium Lifetime Award: E. CHRIS BECK 

Keynote  

RICHARD KAUFFMAN 
Chairman of Energy & Finance for NYS Office of Governor Cuomo 

2:00pm  

Tours:  Fenner Wind Farm & Educational Center; ESF Woodchips to Ethanol Process; NYS Weatherization 

Training; National Grid Training Facility; Budweiser Plant Sustainability**NEW S.U. School of Engineering 

Grid Workshop** Networking 



  
Eleventh Annual  

Symposium on Renewable Energy in the 21st Century 

a division of Synapse Sustainability Trust 

Renewable Energy: Perception vs. Reality 

April 17, 2015 

“The Links” E. Syracuse, New York 

7:15am – 7:50am 

Registration, Networking & Continental Breakfast 

 

8:00am – 10:15am 

RHEA JEZER, Symposium Director  Opening  Remarks 

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

 

BOB PERCIASEPE, President    Behavioral perception and action to address the 

The Center for Climate & Energy Solutions  twin challenges of energy and climate change. 

      

ELEANOR STEIN    REV (Reforming the Energy Vision)  

NYS Public Service Commission   

 

MARSHA WALTON, Senior Project Manager Using behavior science to influence clean energy 

NYSERDA     adoption in NYS 

  

MIKE WILLIAMS, Vice President  Jobs and clean energy economy  

Blue/Green Alliance 

 

MELANIE LITTLEJOHN, Regional Director  The Future of Energy Storage and Production in 

National Grid     New York State  

 

10:30am - 12:00pm 

KIT KENNEDY, (Moderator)    Panel Discussion with Speakers 

Director Energy & Transportation Program, NRDC   

12:00pm - 12:45pm 

Hot Buffet Lunch and Networking 

12:45 - 2:00  

Special Guest Speaker 

N.Y. ATTORNEY GENERAL ERIC SCHNEIDERMAN 
Symposium Award 

KIT KENNEDY 
Also: Honoring NRDC on its 45th Anniversary 

 

2:00pm  

Board Buses for Optional Tours:  Fenner Wind Farm; ESF Woodchips to Ethanol Process; Networking; NYS 

Weatherization Training; **Budweiser Plant Sustainability; **SUNY ESF Gateway Building;  

National Grid Training Center; Fitzpatrick Nuclear Facility Tour  



 
Tenth Annual  

Symposium on Energy in the 21st Century 

a division of Synapse Sustainability Trust 

Renewable Energy: What Can We Expect in the Next Ten Years 

April 4, 2014 

"The Links" E. Syracuse, New York 

7:15am - 8:00am 

Registration,  Networking & Continental Breakfast 

Opening  Remarks 

RHEA JEZER, Symposium Director  

and Chair 

8:15am - 10:15am 

ASHOK GUPTA, Dir. of Programs &   Renewable Energy: How Far Have We Come  

Senior Energy Economist, NRDC   in the Past Ten Years & What Is Ahead  

 

DAN REICHER, Executive Director,  The Clean Energy Triangle:  

Steyer-Taylor Policy Center for Energy Policy  Technology, Policy and Finance 

and Finance, Stanford University 

 

Gary Brown, Chair, NYS     The Future of Renewable Energy in New York  

Public Service Commission  

 

BOB CATELL, Chair, Advanced Research &  The Role of New Technology in Energy Future 

 Technology Center,  Stony Brook University    

 

JOHN RHODES, President & CEO,    How Will NYSERDA Continue To Encourage  

NYSERDA     Renewable Energy Initiatives 

 

DAN KOLUNDZIC, Vice President,                  The Canadian Connection: Keeping the  

Nanos Research     Renewable Portfolio Alive: Canada & U.S. 

      

KEN DALY, President,    Will the Grid be Ready for Renewable Energy 

 NYS National Grid     in the Next Ten Years 

10:30am - 12:00pm 

KIT KENNEDY, (Moderator)    Panel Discussion with Speakers 

Clean Energy Counsel, NRDC   

12:00pm - 12:45pm   Hot Buffet Lunch and Networking 

1:00 - 1:50  

Federal Prospects for Renewable Energy in the Next Ten Years 

JOSE ZAYAS 
U.S. Department of Energy(DOE), Office of Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy (EERE) 

Program Manager for Wind & Water Power Program 

 

2:00pm  

Buses for Optional Tours:Fenner Wind Farm; ESF Woodchips to Ethanol Process; SyracuseCOE; Synapse 

Gateway Demo Project; Networking; National Grid Training Center; NYS Weatherization Training 
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